
Inscribed by water, by hand, or by machine, 
stone holds the accountings, philosophies, sto-
ries, and teachings of earlier cultures and time. 
The carved surface of the Rosetta stone, the 
Chinese steles, the classical friezes on state ar-
chitectures, and the headstones marking burial 
sites hold, for a duration, the ideas and ideals 
of a culture. While nothing is permanent, and 
all things are subject to time and the elements, 
that which we put in stone are the things we 
intend to pass down, that we hope will live on 
beyond our lifetimes. 

a house to hold the future,  installed in the new 
United States Courthouse in Des Moines, Iowa 
is composed of words drawn from documents 
and legal cases foundational to the U.S. legal 
system. Just as geology accretes and becomes 
more dense and complex over time, so does 
language and law. Selected and sequenced 
with a particular focus on the aspirational val-
ues and ideals put forth by their authors, the 
new composition emerging from these woven 
fragments accretes up and down the nine lime-
stone columns, a stone surface formed by geo-
logic time.

Quarried in the Midwest, Valders Limestone is 
a dolomitic stone known for its strength dura-
bility, and hardness. The letterforms constitut-
ing the piece emerge in relief from its surface, 
making the language a tactile and material ex-
perience rising to be touched by hand. Carved 
in Penumbra Flare, the font was selected for its 
contemporary blending of the classical 2,000-
year history of Roman capitals with the indus-
trial geometric simplicity of Futura.
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In making this project, I asked: how does our 
reading of a text change when it is not a mark 
on a surface but in and of a material body? 
How do words become experiences, become 
felt, become knowledge? The result is a stone 
surface touched by hand and eye, legible as a 
melding of geology and culture, word and ma-
terial—a formed and felt thing whose order is 
composed and recomposed by every visitor to 
the courthouse.
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that all people

may seek

the liberties
of choice

in life
to make bridges

of justice

faithfully
we embrace
each other

with these words
we instituting

freedoms
in life and liberty

in the trial of actions

in the questions
forming

our foundations

GOOD CITIZENSHIP
IN 

HEARTS AND MINDS
PURSUING happiness

OBTAINING SAFETY

ENTITLED TO ALL
BY VIRTUE

OF 
THE POWER

OF

THE authority
OF 

THE People

INSTITUTE THis OATH

be called
be present
be witness

WITH
 GRACE and LOVE

touching
THE FABRIC

TRACING
THE LAWS
OPENING

TO INSPECTION
THE MAGNITUDE

OF A NATION
ENTERING

THE spirit

OF THE TIME
of agreement

the affirmation
of civil rights

of equal protection

the doors
of each house

shall be open
shall be made

to 
hold

the great work
beginning

WE FACE
EACH OTHER

as WE FACE
THE WORLD

together
we

SEEK
A HUMANITY

a lasting peace

A SUBSTANTIAL
HOPE

for EQUITY
for JUSTICE

for opportunity

SIGNED
WITH OUR HANDs

in trust
in good faith

in consequence

LET THE NATION
SURVIVE

LET ALL VOICES
TESTIFY

LET US make

a more perfect
cloth

a blessing
a commitment

in humble terms

to all people
to 

the duties of life
to freedom
to security

to 
equal protection

by law
let us strive

let us deliver

FREE AND EQUAL
LAWS

OF GOVERNMENT
CRAFTED

ON WATERS

OF PUBLIC TRUST
ENSURE RELIEF

INSTITUTE
PROTECTIONS

ACHIEVE

THE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN PEOPLE 

AND NATIONS
TO HEAR

IN PEACE
IN THESE WORDS

GIVEn FREELY

WE THE PEOPLE

to learn
TO QUESTION

TO ANSWER
WELL AND TRULY

in all things

INCLINE
OUR HEARTS

TOWARD HOPE

to institute
justice
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in the name of

in the service of
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equity

to establish

law
to preserve
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to protect
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a future
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a common welfare

of authority
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of law
of nations

standing
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precedence
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shall be sworn

we hear
all

yes and nays
we debate

freely
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presented

we call
fair judgements

into existence

bound
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of life
by law

by the grace of
all people

in 
relation

in

community
we

shall bear
to the whole

we

shall negotiate
faithfully

shall together
organize

to achieve

by
joint consent
the processes 

of
a democratic

society
in 

this nation
of persons

SERVE LIBERTY
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RECTIFY INEQUALITY
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to secure

BY LAW
THE FUTURE triumph 

of

EQUAL PROTECTION
MADE

unto the world
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THE PUBLIC debt

to THE PUBLIC GOOD
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establish
all protections

for all people

to
achieve equity
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EQUAL station
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institute PROTECTIONS
to SUSTAIN

WITHOUT MALICE
to stitch
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these truths
we hold 

with firmness
IN 

COMMUNITY

IN 
COMMON SCHOOLS

in 
conciliation

in

friendship

 granting
charity for all

in rules of decision

to create
the principles

to resolve disputes
to preserve
to protect

to provide
impartial justice

justice
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justice 
shall assist

a common welfare
justice

shall be devoted

to forming freedoms
in union

with the work 
of racial equity

justice

shall bind
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a justice devoted
to the health
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shall deliver

progress
according to
its magnitude
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in the arts

in the cultures
 of the people

THE 
VOICE OF JUSTICE

FOR THE COMMON GOOD
INCLINES THE HEART

TOWARD LIBERTY

TOWARD TRUTH
SOLEMNLY PLEDGED

TO MAKE AND ESTABLISH
THE AMERICAN FABRIC

TO FORM

A MORE PERFECT UNION
TO HOLD
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THE RIGHT 
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to MEET
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TO EMBRACE EQUITY
WITH HIGH HOPE

FOR THE HEALTH OF 
OUR SOUL
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our good will
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